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Ecumenical Statement Support of Afghans 

Seeking Refuge 
 

Since the United States began its withdrawal from Afghanistan, many Afghans are in 

grave danger. Those who face imminent harm must be evacuated to safety 

immediately. We have a moral obligation to welcome Afghans seeking refuge. This 

profound humanitarian emergency must be met with compassion. Church World 

Service, the National Council of Churches and our 37 member denominations reaffirm 

the commitments established in our Ecumenical Declaration: to Expand Welcome and 

invite all people of faith to join together in prayer, love, and action to protect 

vulnerable Afghans fleeing violence and persecution. 

 

We call upon people of faith to provide humanitarian protection for Afghans in harm's 

way and to do everything in their power to show solidarity, support, and welcome to 

our Afghan neighbors. Together, we will have a significant impact on the lives of 

those in need through assistance with housing, nourishment, legal services, 

advocacy, donations, and case management. These critical services will establish the 

foundations of a new life for those fleeing persecution.  

 

We implore the Biden administration, U.S. Congress, state lawmakers, and local 

officials to embrace their important roles in the evacuation and protection of Afghans 

seeking refuge. It is urgent that leaders at all levels recognize the opportunity of this 

moment. Together, we must ensure the provision of services and invest the resources 

needed to help our new neighbors thrive in their new communities--our communities. 

 

In this critical moment, let us covenant to work together and fulfill our commitments to 

love and welcome our Afghan neighbors.  
 
Signed by: 
 
Rev. Rock R. Fremont Jr., VP for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations International 
Council of Community Churches 
 
Rev. Dr. Dwight B Cannon, Executive Director of Global Missions The African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church 
 
Bishop W. Darin Moore, Presiding Bishop Mid-Atlantic Episcopal District The African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 

https://cwsglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/March-2021_-Ecumenical-Declaration_-Expand-Welcome_-with-current-Signatures_5March-26COB-2-1.pdf


 

 
Rev. Eddy Alemán, General Secretary Reformed Church in America 
 
Justin Rabbach, Executive Director Board of World Mission, Moravian Church in North 
America 
 
Bishop E. Anne Henning Byfield, President of the Council of Bishops African Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
 
Rev. Paula Clayton Dempsey, Direct or of Partnership Relations, Alliance of Baptists 
 
Rev. Dr.J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk,  Presbyterian Church USA 
 
David Steele, General Secretary, Church of the Brethren 
 
Rev. Teresa "Terri" Hord Owens, General Minister and President of The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the US and Canada 
 
Paul Robinson, Executive Minister of The Evangelical Covenant Church 
 
Dr. C. Jeff Woods, Interim General Secretary of The American Baptist Churches USA 
 
Rev. Traci Blackmon, Associate General Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries of 
The United Church of Christ 
 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
 
The Rev. Rafael Malpica-Padilla, Executive Director, Service and Justice Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 
 
The Rev. Dr. Zac Harmon-McLaughlin, Ecumenical & Interfaith Ministry Team, 
Community of Christ 
 
Rev. Jane Siebert, President of The Swedenborgian Church of North America 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director of The American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies 
 
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño, Immigration Task Force of The United Methodist Church  
 
Bishop Sally Dyck, Ecumenical Officer of The United Methodist Church 
 
Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary and CEO of The United Methodist Women 
 
Roland Fernandes, General Secretary of The United Methodist Committee on Relief 



 

 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Bishop Louisiana area, President of the Council of 
Bishops of the United Methodist Church  
 
Jim Winkler, President and General Secretary of the National Council of Churches  
 
Rick Santos, President and CEO of Church World Service  
 


